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Barnard  Castle 
Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

43,  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  in  the  Council’s  schemes  for  the  Improvement  of 
water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  area.  It  is  very 
satisfactory  to  note  that  work  on  a new  water  supply  for  the 
parish  of  h^ggleston  has  already  commenced. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths  in  the  area  (232  compared  with  206  in  1955)  but  this 
was  partly  offset  by  an  increase  of  over  ono  thousand  in  the 
estimated  population.  The  Annual  Birth-rate  remained  about 
the  same  but  there  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  Infant 
Mortality  Rate. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  remained  low  but 
five  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year.  As  I 
have  mentioned  in  my  report  the  Government  has  commenced 
a vaccination  scheme,  the  vaccine  being  a modified  type  of 
the  Salk  Vaccine  used  in  America,  but  at  present  this  is  only 
available  for  a limited  number  of  children  and  1 hope  that 
when,  supplies  become  greater  it  will  be  found  to  be  effective 
in  reducing  the  incidence  of  this  serious  disease. 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow 
officials  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  matters  relating  to 
my  department. 

1 am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant^ 

J.  G.  PALLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

JOHN  G PALEY,  m.r.c.s.,  i..r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  (Academic  Lond.), 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

JOHN  GEORGE  MIDDLETON,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.i.p.m.h. 

Public  Health  Inspector  ; 

GEOFFREY  NUTTER,  m.s.i.a. 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

JOHN  KENNETH  WALLS,  a.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 


Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Dpeartment  ; 
JOE  HODGSON. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (Acres)  — 110,118. 

Rateable  Value  at  1/4/56 — £113,754. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Home  Population  mid-year 

1956—19,990. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £415. 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  and  stone 
quarrying. 

CniM.ATic  Conditions. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  F.  Blenkinsopp, 
for  suppbdng  me  with  the  following  table  shewing  the  monthly 
rainfall  in  the  Upper  Feesdale  area  during  the  past  five 


years : — 


Rain 

fall  at  Latitude  54°  39’  N 

orth. 

Upper  T eesd 

ale. 

Month. 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Jan. 

...  4.46 

1.67 

5.37 

5.91 

5.34 

Feb. 

...  1.43 

2.84 

2.95 

3.72 

3.31 

Vlar. 

3.90 

0.97 

4.70 

2.05 

3.35 

Apr. 

...  2.93 

4.78 

0.75 

2.27 

1.21 

May 

...  1.68 

2.89 

7.29 

5.63 

2.01 

June 

..  2.67 

3.76 

3.28 

2.05 

2.83 

July 

...  2.85 

4.49 

2.45 

2.06 

3.48 

Aug. 

...  5.09 

4.58 

8.03 

0.74 

10.48 

Sept. 

...  5.02 

4.58 

7.06 

2.93 

4.27 

Oct. 

...  7.35 

2.86 

10.56 

3.36 

3.29 

Nov. 

...  4.05 

7.67 

8.62 

2.84 

1.93 

Dec. 

...  4.58 

2.82 

9.62 

8.12 

7.86 

Total  for  year  49.36  inches. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


Tolal  Mule 

Livic  Biiniis.  Legitimate  ) ( 149 

) 301  ( 

Illegitimate  ) ( 3 


|•■elllulf 

145 

4 


Li\k-Bik'iii  Ra'IK — 15.1  per  1,000  home  population. 

Al)i^  ^■^Kl)  R.vi'k — 16.5  per  1,000  home  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 15.7  per  1,000 
home  population. 

Tolal  Male  Female 
S'l  ii,i,-Bl KTlls.  Legitimate  ) (2  I 

) 3 ( 

Illegitimate  ) (0  0 


Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population — 0.15 
Still-Birth  Rate  for  previous  year — 0.31. 

Total  Male 

Dk.vtus.  232  126 


Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  home  population — 1 LI. 

Adjus:ed  Rate — 12.7. 

for  England  and  Wales — 1 1.7. 


Divixns  OF  Infants  t'NDEu  1 Year. 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M»le. 

4 

4 

0 


Dka'i  IIS  oi-  Infants  fnufk  4 AVSofks  or  ..Voi;. 

Male. 

Total  ...  ...  2 

Legitimate  ...  ...  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  0 


l'’eMialo 

106 


Female 

2 

2 

0 


Female 

1 

1 

0 


Dfatii  1L\te  of  Infants  under  1 Year,  of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live-births  ...  ...  ...  19.9 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live-births  ...  20.4 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live-births  ...  — 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Mull-. 

Fi'iiiulu, 

Tu 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  System 

1 

0 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

u 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

t- 

Cancer  (all  types)  ... 

1 7 

21 

38 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

16 

1 3 

31 

Coronary  Disease.  Angina 

36 

23 

59 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

18 

16 

34 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

6 

12 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

7 

bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

0 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

0 

4 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

2 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

0 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  & Abortion... 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

10 

6 

16 

Motor  Vehicles  Accidents  ... 

2 

0 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

126 

106 

232 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area, 

TjA noa{.\Tf)UY  Facilities. 

A Central  Public  Heatlh  Laboratory,  controlled  by  a 
joint  committee,  representing  the  County  Council  of  Durham, 
the  City  of  Newcastle,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead 
and  Tynemouth,  has  been  provided  to  assist  practitioners  in 
the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis,  ana 
venereal  diseases,  etc. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Government  Buildings, 
Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Facilities  are  also  pro- 
vided at  Bishop  Auckland  General  Hospital,  Pathological 
Department,  for  urgent  bacteriological  examinations. 
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Amiu  lanck  Facita ties. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  s Ambul- 
ance Department,  Durham,  for  the  following  statement 
relating  to  the  working  of  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the 
year. 

Taiu.k  a. 


BislioiJ  Arukland 

I5d.  Castle  Urban 

(No.  14  Control) 

and 

Area  * 

Rural  Districts 

Ambulance  Controls 

1 

Nil 

Clerk-telephonists 

4 

Nil 

Ambulance  Depots 

5 

2 

Ambulances 

15 

2 

Sitting-Case  Cars 

1 

42 

Nil 

Driver- Attendants 

4 

* Barnard  Castle  Urban  and 

Rural  Districts  form  part  of  this 

Control  Area,  the  column  adjoining  showing  the  depots, 
etc.,  actually  situated  within  the  districts.  The  whole  of  the 
facilities  provided  in  the  Control  Area  are  available  to  the 
districts.  The  Ambulance  Control  is  situated  at  Bishop 
Auckland  and  is  staffed  by  4 clerk-telephonists  who  main- 
tain a 24-hour  service. 

Taiu.k  B. 

Summary  of  work  done  during  1 956  by  vehicles  stationed  in 
Barnard  Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

Cases  carried. 

Journeys.  Stretcher.  Sitting.  Total.  Mileage. 

1,097  681  4,265  4,946  60,467 

Note. — In  addition  to  the  above,  patients  residing  in  the  urban 
and  rural  districts  are  also  conveyed  by  vehicles  from 
neighbouring  depots  within  the  Control  Area  and  by 
the  Darlington  Ambulance  Service,  as  occasion 

demands.  Records  are  not  maintained  in  sanitary 
district  order  and  information  regarding  these  cases 
cannot  be  conveniently  supplied. 

During  the  year  a system  of  radio  control  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Service.  For  the  present  only  a pro- 
portion of  the  fleet  is  equipped  with  mobile  sets,  and 
one  of  these  is  operating  on  a vehicle  at  Barnard 
Castle  Depot. 

29th  April,  195  7. 

Home  Nek, sing  .\nd  Midwi i'eky  Sei{\  ice. 

Under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1 946,  the  provision  of  a Home  Nursing  Service  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authorities  as  from  the  5th 
July,  1948.  The  agreement  concluded  with  the  Durham 
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County  Nursing  Association,  whereby  the  Durham  County 
Council  delegated  this  aspect  of  their  functions  to  the 
Association,  ceased  to  exist  on  1st  April,  1934,  and  the 
County  Council  took  over  direct  administration  from  this 
date- 

Direct  control  was  also  assumed  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  provision  of  a domiciliary 
midwife  service. 

Both  servicese  are  now  available  free  of  charge. 

Staff:  7 District  Nurse-Midwives. 

Name.  Address.  I elephone  number. 

Miss  A.  V.  Dunn,  9,  Rest  Haven,  Cockfield.  Cockfield  280. 

Miss  L.  Earle,  9,  Cassell  Bank,  Middleton-in-1  eesdaile  

Miss  M.  Furlong,  Valley  View,  Low  Etherley.  West  Auckland  302. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Pat.ison,  45,  Coionation  Gardens,  Staindrop.  Staindrop  216. 
M iss  E.  Shenton,  13,  Eden  Crescent,  Gainford.  Gainford  247. 

Mrs.  V.  M.  Slack,  Garden  House,  Copley,  Butterknowle.  Cockfield  254. 

Mrs.  E.  Walls,  48,  Newholme  Crescent,  Evenwood.  West  Auckland  264. 

Midwifeky  Service. 

No.  of  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Cases  ...  ...  ...  152 

No.  of  Hospital  patients  discharged  before  the  14th  day  34 
(Included  in  the  above  figure  of  152  are  30  midwifery 
taken  by  the  nurses  residing  in  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District 
and  7 midwifery  cases  undertaken  by  nurses  from  other  areas.) 


Home  Nursing  Service. 

Cases 

Patients 

Visits 

Medical 

287 

5,255 

Surgical 

96 

1,292 

Tuberculosis 

4 

161 

Total 

387 

6,708 

No.  of  cases  included  in  the 
above  total  who  were  65 
years  of  age  or  over 
No.  of  cases  included  in  the 

1 76 

4,418 

above  total  who  were  under 
5 years  of  age 

32 

210 

TreatjiexVT  Centres  and  Ceinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  are  held  at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale,  Staindrop,  and  Witton  Park.  Temporary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Evenwood  C.E.  School  and 
Butterknowle  County  School.  Weekly  sessions,  attended  by 
an  Acting  School  Nurse,  are  held  at  these  clinics. 
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ilosriTAT.S,  1*1  HI.IC  AM)  Vol.UMTAllY. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  South- 
West  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Mar- 
wood  hlospital,  situated  in  this  area  and  formerly  admims 
tered  by  the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  Wilhngton  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  has  now  been  taken  over  as  a private  residence.  There 
are  no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


1.  WATER.  Supplies  from  the  Tees  Valley  W'ater  Board 
were  again  satisfactory  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

Bacteriological  samples  were  also  taken  during  the 
year  of  supplies  within  the  area  of  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board,  samples  being  taken  at  Evenwood  and  Toft  Hill. 
These  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

1 append  below  the  results  of  samples  taken  during 
the  year  of  water  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council; — 


Middleton. 

Samples  taken. 

12-  1-56 
12-  1-56 
31-  1-56 
31-  i-56 
31-  -|-56 
15-  5-56 
15-  5-56 
9-  8-56 
9-  8-56 


( Reservoir ) 

( do.  ) 

Spring  collection  chamber 
( Reservoir) 

(Inlet  pipe  to  Reservoir) 


Results. 
Grade  I 
Grade 
Grade 
Grade 
. Grade 
Grade 
Grade 


IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

IV. 

11. 

11. 


Grade 

Grade 


IV. 

IV. 


COCKFIELD. 

12-  1-56 
29-  2-56 
15-  5-56 
9-  8-56 


Grade  I. 
Grade  1. 
Grade  I. 
Grade  1. 


Wo()Dj,AM)  ,\ND  Copley. 
12-  1-56 
15-  5-56 
9-  8-56 

Wackeiuteld 

12-  1-56 


Grade  1. 
Grade  I. 
Grade  IV. 

Grade  1. 


New  iiiGOj\-]N-T  ee.sdale 
12-  1-56 
15-  5-56 
9-  6-56 


9 


Grade  I. 
Grade  I. 
Grade  IV. 


S'i'A  r.Ni'ox. 

12-  1-56  Grade  HI. 

I 5-  5-56  Grade  I. 

9-  8-56  Grade  IV. 

The  samples  are,  on  the  whole,  of  a satisfactory 

standard  with  tjie  exception  of  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  where 
there  is  evidence,  as  in  previous  years,  of  surface  contamina- 
tion. 

Mll)])I.ETOi\-IN-TKKSl).U,K. 

Following  further  discussion  by  the  Council  on  the 
question  of  chlorination  of  this  supply  it  was  decided  to 
appoint  a sub-committee  to  inspect  the  area  of  supply. 

A visit  was  paid  in  April  and  recommendations  were 
made  in  regard  to  the  Cat  Level  and  Marlbeck  springs  for 
certain  repairs  to  be  carried  out  with  a view  to  the  avoidance 
of  surface  contamination  of  these  springs. 

These  recommendations  were  adopted  by  the  Council 
and  in  November  the  Surveyor  reported  that  the  work  had 
been  completed.  1 must  point  out  that  although  these  repairs 
were  necessary  in  any  case  it  may  still  be  advisable  that 
chlorination  should  be  Installed  if  the  purity  of  the  supply  does 
not  improve  in  the  future. 

Repairs  to  the  reservoir  comprising  waterproof  render- 
ing to  the  whole  of  the  inside  walls  and  floors,  were  reported 
to  have  been  completed  during  the  year. 

Fuca.E.sTox. 

Final  sanction  to  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a 
water  supply  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  and  in  September  it  was  reported  that  the  con- 
tract had  been  signed  and  work  had  commenced. 

’\Voom, AND  AM)  COTLEY. 

No  further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in 
regard  to  the  possible  augmentation  of  this  supply. 

Cock  I 'iKi.i),  Wackkii  i iEi.i)  and  Hi  i ton  W-\tei;  Srrri.v. 
Boinaior.K,  Rahv  P.\kk. 

During  the  year  the  Surveyor  reported  on  the  possibil- 
ity of  using  a borehole  already  existing  in  Raby  Park  as  a 
means  of  augmenting  the  supply  to  the  Wackerfield  area  and 
Cockfield.  This  proposal,  in  his  opinion,  was  feasible  and 
could,  if  necessary,  be  made  to  include  an  extra  supply  to  the 
Copley  area  The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  would  be 

£3,600. 
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Sthkati.a.m  and  Stainton.  Ph()\  ision  di'  a Boosted  Piamj*. 

Owing  to  the  variations  in  the  pressure  at  certain 
times  of  the  day  certain  householders  and  ratepayers  com- 
plained that  they  could  not  obtain  an  adequate  supply  of 
watei . It  was  decided  by  the  Council  to  instal  a booster 
pump  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  Negotiations  were  proceeding  through- 
out the  year  and  m November  it  was  reported  that  the  scheme, 
together  with  all  necessary  documents,  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Ministry. 

WATER  SHORTAGES. 

There  were  no  shortages  throughout  the  area  during 
the  year. 

Particulars  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 


Parish. 


Bolani 

Cleatlam 

Cockfield 

Eggleston 

1 orest  & Frith 

Gainford 

Hamsterley 

Hilton 

Headlam 

Evenwood 

Etherley 

Ingleton 

Langleydale 

Langton 

Lynesack 

Marwood 

Morton  Tinmouth 

■Vliddleton-in-Teesdale 

New'biggin 

Raby  & Keverstone 

Staindrop 

Streatlam  & Stainton 

South  Bedburn 

Wackerfield 

Westwick 

Whorlton 

Winston 

Woodland 


Present 


Estimated 

’opulation. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Supply  in 
House. 

81 

32 

28 

108 

29 

24 

2059 

710 

698 

414 

1 70 

— 

384 

1 1 7 

21 

798 

332 

309 

366 

130 

88 

76 

20 

10 

75 

25 

24 

3091 

1112 

1087 

1835 

620 

601 

366 

1 19 

97 

1 39 

36 

16 

94 

25 

19 

1826 

584 

540 

299 

155 

98 

25 

6 

— 

1602 

598 

524 

244 

85 

42 

224 

59 

6 

1209 

438 

401 

315 

1 59 

132 

255 

81 

— 

82 

29 

23 

1 1 7 

25 

24 

213 

73 

58 

474 

1 36 

1 18 

35  1 

1 1 5 

1 1 1 

Stand 

Pipe. 


4 

2 

6 

2 

6 

8 

9 

10 


5 


62 

16 

i 
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2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


( ioCKFIEIJ),  EsFEKLEY,  HigII  AND  LoW  liANDS. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  a new  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  for  this  area  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Ingleton. 

The  new  works  were  completed  in  July. 

Stainton. 


Work  commenced  on  the  I 6th  April  on  the  laying  of  a 
6"'  sewer  from  the  village  which  will  eventually  link  up  with 
the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  belonging  to  the  War 
Department  in  Stainton  Camp. 

Bot,  am. 


Although  it  was  repofted  during  the  year  that  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  an  urgent  risk  to  public  health  if  this 
scheme  was  postponed,  the  Council  decided  to  go  forward 
with  the  scheme 


IdEADLAif. 


In  view  of  the  need  to  curtail  capital  expenditure,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  had  been  no  serious  nuisances 
caused  by  the  drainage  system  in  the  area,  the  Council  decided 
to  postpone  the  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  this  village  for 
the  present. 

3.  PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  !956,  79 
individual  grants  were  approved  by  the  Council  for  privy 
conversions. 

In  addition,  two  combined  schemes  were  carried  out 
in  Staindrop  and  South  Cleatlam,  making  an  additional  total 
of  73  conversions, 

A total  of  22  privy  conversions  were  known  to  be 
carried  out  on  agricultural  holdings  without  grant  aid  from 
the  Council, 
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4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  covered  by  direct 
labour.  Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  motor  vehicles  (Karrier 
Bantam).  Two  small  areas  which  are  not  suitable  for  motor 
transport  are  let  by  contract. 


Number  of  Wagons — 9. 

Number  of  full-time  employees: — 


■Foreman  Mechanic 
Foreman’s  Assistant 

Driver-Fillers 

Fillers  

Bulldozer  Driver  

An  average  of  7 additional  casual 
ployed  throughout  the  year. 

Number  of  Garages — 2 (one  owned  by  the  Council 
and  one  rented)  . 

Scavenging  areas — 7. 


I 

8 
5 

I 

fllle 


rs  were  em- 


Sl'MM.VRY  OF  Woi!K  DoNK. 


.Number  of  closets,  bins,  etc.,  emptied 
Number  of  loads  of  refuse  collected  ... 
b^stiniated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  ... 
Number  of  miles  travelled  by  vehicles  .. 
Number  of  gallons  of  petrol  consumed 
Number  of  pints  of  ciil  used  

CoXTROIJ.KI)  Tiffixg. 


319,237 

5,123 

10,000 

43.894 

5,13! 

558 


During  the  year  the  Fiat  tractor  was  in  use  on  the 
Council's  tips  except  when  engaged  on  rechargeable  work  or 
when  the  driver’s  services  were  required  on  public  cleansing. 


Three  rechargeable  jobs  were  carried  out  for  the 
Council  amoundng  to  £32  8s,  Od 


Twelve  rechargeable  “ outside  ” jobs  amounting  to 
£261  5s.  9d.  were  also  carried  out. 


5.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the 
f^ublic  Health  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  1956: — 
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Gk.NKKAI,  SlMM 

VKY. 

No.  of 

No.  of  Defects 

Informa 

Statutory  remedied 

Notices 

Notices  after 

served. 

served.  Notice. 

Housing : 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts 

1 19 

12  101 

Overcrowding 

— 

— — 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

Insufficient  and  Defective 

26 

80  89 

Drainage 

15 

— 13 

Water  Supply 

2 

— 2 

1 ood  Premises 

22 

— 9 

Shops  Act 

— 

— — 

Dairies 

— 



Slaughter  Houses: 

Public 

— 

— — 

Private 

5 

— 4 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

— 

— — 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— — 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

- — 

— — 

Keeping  of  Animals 

1 

— 1 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles 

9 

— 6 

Offensive  accumulations 

— 

— — 

Smoke  Nuisances 

3 

— — 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  1949  

— 

— — 

General  Nuisances 

5 

— 5 

Total 

207 

92  230 

Statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of 

inspections  made 

during  the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department. 

A.  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

No.  of  V isits. 

Water  Supplies 

77 

Drainage  

...  295 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

19 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

47 

Factories  



40 

Refuse  Collec'ion  and  Disposal 

...  573 

Rats  and  Mice  

...  316 

Schools  

7 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

98 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

...  382 

Dangerous  Buildings  

12 

Petrol  Regulations  

...  139 

Smoke  Observation  

37 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

7 

14 


B.  HOUSING. 


Priiuc  Hk-U/i'ii  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ) 216 

Visist  paid  to  above  houses  ) 

Horsixci  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ) 1319 

Visits  f>aid  to  above  houses  ) 

M iscKiiC.vxKocs  Hoisi.nt;  Vjsns  331 

Ov  KKCUOWDINf;. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  0 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  13 

•C.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  28 

D.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Visitis  805 

Grocers  34 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  14 

Butchers  23 

Shops  an  d Stalls  ...  56 

Restaurants  2 

Milk — -bacteriological  0 

Milk — tubercle  bacilli  0 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 34 

Food  Preparing  Premises  49 

Street  Vendors  14 

Knackers  V ards 3 

Canteens  5 

Bakehouses'  3 


6.  DISINFESTATION. 

Rojjknx  Coxxuol. 

During  the  year  the  rodent  operator  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  public  cleansing  department 
caused  by  illness  and  holidays,  but  in  spite  of  this  an  efficient 
service  has  once  again  been  maintained,  all  complaints 
received  being  dealt  with  promptly. 

I 4 re-chargeable  treatments  were  given  to  farms  and 
business  premises,  in  addition  to  the  treatment  given  to  infesta- 
tions in  25  private  premises.  The  Council  s tips  were  treated 
cn  34  ocacsions  and  the  usual  disinfestation  of  the  sewers 
as  recommended  by  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  was  carried  out 
in  Februarv  apd  September. 
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7. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  193  7 & 1948. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

JN'o.  on  Inspec-  AVritteii  Occupiers 


Premises 

Kegistor. 

tioiis. 

Notices,  pr’cuted 

(j) 

Factoi'ies  in  which  Sections 
1,  0,  'i  and  (;  me  to  lie  en- 

forced ])v  Local  .Anthoi'ities 

13 

10 

(ii) 

FaHories  not  hichided  in  (i) 
in  which  .Section  7 is  enforced 
hy  the  I-ocal  .\uthority 

44 

18 

3 — 

(iii) 

Oilier  Premises  in.  which  SeC 
tion  7 is  enforced  hy  the  Loctn 
Authority  (excludinii;  out- 
workers’ iiremises)  

9 

12 

2 — 

Total  ...  

66 

40 

5 — 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND; 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

Particulars.  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Found.  Remedied  Inspector.  Inspector,  instituted. 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

fa)  Insufficient  ...  — — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ...  5 4 2 — 

(c)  Not  sepaiate 

for  sexes  ...  

OUTWORK. 

No.  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required  by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c) — making,  etc.,  wearing  apparel — 1- 

Smoke  AnATKiiENT.  Pebeic  He.\i,tii  Act,  1936.  Section 
101-106. 

Monthly  readings  of  the  grit  deposit  gauge  situated  at 
West  View,  Evenwood,  were  taken  throughout  the  year. 
Owing  to  damage  by  frost  the  gauge  placed  in  Steel  s Field 
was  out  of  use  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  but 
readings  were  taken  during  the  remaining  nine  months. 

I give  below  the  average  reading  of  the  deposit  gauge 
bowl  placed  at  West  View  for  the  twelve  months,  and  the 
average  reading  for  the  other  bowl  for  the  period  of  nine 
months  only. 

Tons  per  sq.  Mde. 

Deposit  Gauge  Bowl  No.  DI293. 

West  View,  Evenwood  45.83 

Deposit  Gauo'e  Bowl  No.  2077, 

Steel’s  Field,  Evenwood  59.30 
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There  appears  to  be  no  appreciable  difference  in  the 
readings  as  compared  with  the  prvious  year;  in  fact  gauge 
D ! 293  (West  View)  shows  a slight  increase  compared  with 
1955  (40.4'l  tons  per  square  mile)  and  although  ari  accurate 
comparison  cannot  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  other  gauge 
owing  to  the  aveiage  reading  being  for  nine  months  only,  there 
does^iot  seem  to  be  any  definite  improvement  in  the  average 
reading  for  this  gauge.  One  fact  that  seems  evident  is  that 
both  in  1955  and  1956  the  amount  of  grit  emission  (and  fall) 
is  greater  in  the  direction  of  Steel’s  Field  than  in  the  West 
\dew  area. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  48  houses  (including  12  flats)  were 
completed  and  occupied. 


Distribution  of  Houses  built  and  occupied  during  the  year. 


2 bedroom 

3 bed  l oom 

Flats 

Total 

Cockfield  (Manor  Grove)  — 

8 

12 

20 

Lvenwood  (Shirley  Close)  14 

14 

— 

28 

48 

Statement  of  Housing  Situation  at  end  of  1956. 


Parish. 

Houses 
completed 
and  occupied 
at  31/12/56. 

In 

course  of 
erection. 

Not  yet 
commenced. 

Bolam 

3 

— 

— 

Cockfield 

1 FV' 

12 

24 

Evenwood 

192" 

24 

— 

Etherley 

78 

20 

— 

Gainford 

82 

— 

— 

■Middleton-m-Teesdah 

: 60 

- — 

— 

Staindrop 

88" 

— 

— 

Stainton 

10 

— 

— 

Woodland 

8 

— 

— 

Whorlton 

4 

— 

— 

Butterknowle 

4 

— 

— 

Ingleton 

22 

— 

— 

Winston 

6 

— 

— 

Copley 

8 

— 

— 

Hamsterley 

6 

— 

Totals 

684 

56 

24 

* Includes 
Includes 
Includes 

1 0 bungalows 
1 4 bungalows 
1 2 flats. 

and  1 2 flats. 

Building  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Two  bungalows  and  one  house  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  Two  bungalows  were  in  course  of 
construction.  Two  police  houses  were  completed  and  one 
was  ut)der  construction  by  the  Durham  County  Council. 

Building  by  the  War  Department. 

No  building  construction  was  carried  out  by  the  War 
Department  in  the  military  camps  during  the  year. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269. 

In  the  year  a total  of  2 1 moveable  dwellings,  were 
licensed  by  the  local  authority. 

Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

A.  FoKil.M  AC'JIOX. 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  the 

year,  Section  1 I Housing  Act  1936  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  during  year, 

Housing  Act  1936,  Local  Government  (Mis- 
cellaneous Provisions)  Act  1953,  Sec.  10. 
Church  Bank,  Eggleston  (still  occupied)  ...  1 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  that  house 
will  not  be  occjupied.  Housing  Act  1936, 

Sec.  1 1 — Brookside,  Staindrop  (Binks)  ...  I 

6-8,  Windmill,  Etherley  ...  ...  3 

Royal  Yard,  Cockfield  (Tookey)  I 

(iv.)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  that  house 
will  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation. 
Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  I I — 

Osborne  House,  Staindrop  ...  I 

25,  Morley  ...  ...  ...  | 

B.  l.NKUR.MAI,  AcTIOX. 

(i)  Undertakings  accepted  that  houses  will  not  be 
re-let  until  made  fit  for  human  habitation — 

1-2,  Royal  Yard,  Cockfield  (Spence)  2 

High  Dyke,  Middleton-in-Teesdale 

(Dayson)  1 

RkC()M)1’J  l()NlN(i  AND  RkI'.UH. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure 
under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  5 7 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  17 

(c)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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Housing  Act,  1936. 

Statement  of  properties  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Orders  at 
31st  December,  1956. 


A'd.  of 

liousps  No. 


-No.  of 

Pate  or 

illL 

I),  nr  1- 

No. 

> 

Order 

Owlor. 

Siniai'ion  of  I’riii"  riy. 

( irilcr. 

, occi 

1. 

'l8/5/38. 

Jubilee  Terr.,  Evenwood 

T 

Nil 

1 

1 

7. 

18/4/39. 

Magdalene  Place,  Woodland 

Nil 

Nil 

10. 

18/4/39. 

Quarry  Houses,  Toft  Hill 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

14. 

18/4/39. 

Crake  Scarr.  Woodland 

3 

Nil 

- 

1 

16. 

18/4/39. 

Garforth  Pond,  Marwood, 

Barnard  Castle 

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

18. 

18/4/39. 

Brookside,  Staindrop 

...  6 

Nil 

3 

3 

19. 

19/4/39. 

Brown's  Buildings,  Ingleton 

4 

Nil 

3 

1 

Houses  Occupied  under  Licence. 

I give  below  a list  of  houses  situated  in  Clearance 
Areas  or  listed  under  Demolition  Orders,  which  were  occup 
ied  under  licence  during  the  year. 

( 1 ) Clearance  Areas. 

12,  Jubilee  Terrace,  Evenwood. 

4,  Crake  Scar,  Woodland. 

4,  Meadow  View,  Ingleton  (Brown’s  Buildings).. 
3 cottages,  Brookside,  Staindrop. 

(2)  Under  Demolition  Orders 

248,  Toft  Hill  (formerly  1501. 

18,  Hude,  Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

During  the  year  official  representation  was  made  to 
and  agreed  upon  by  the  Council,  in  respect  of'  the  properties 
already  listed  as  suitable  for  the  first  year  programme  of  slum 
clearance.  The  list  of  properties  is  as  follows; — 

EvexwooI). 

The  Oaks.  Nos  8 to  24  and  Nos.  27  to  43  (all 
inclusive) . 

CnCKl'IEEl). 

Draff  Yard.  Nos.  I to  1 0 and  building  used  as  poultry 
house 

Fell  View.  Nos.  1 to  4- 
School  Square.  Nos.  4,  5 and  6. 

Esperley  Lane-  Nos.  33,  34,  37,  38,  39  and  40. 
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Second  year  programme. 

In  October  it  was  decided  by  the  Council  that  the 
following  41  properties  be  included  in  the  1936/5  7 slum 
clearance  programme: — 


Cl.KAHANCE  AuKAS. 


6 houses  Nos.  2 to  7 Thrushwood. 

4  houses  Nos.  7 to  I 0 The  Green. 

4 houses  Nos.  I 8 to  2 I Swan  Street. 

4 houses  Nos.  i 4 to  17  Stones  End. 

5 houses  Nos.  1 to  5 Low  Lands. 

3 houses  Nos.  I 2 to  14  Low  Lands. 

5 houses  Nos.  1 to  5 Brasses  Houses,  High  Lands. 
3 houses  Nos.  7 to  9 Windmill. 

5 houses  Nos.  5,  6,  6a,  10  and  I I Raby  Street. 


DkMOMTION  OttUKHS. 

EvEXWOO]). 

22  I he  Centre. 

6  Manor  Street. 

35  Gordon  Lane. 


Inspection  of  Council  Houses. 

The  inspection  of  Council  houses  started  in  1955  by 
the  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  was  completed  during  the 
present  year  and  1 append  below  a summary  of  his  findings: — 

State  of  Cleanliness. 


I’arisih. 

Clean. 

Fa'lrly  Clean. 

Dirty 

iVliddleton-in-Teesdale 

69 

4 

6 

Stamdrop 

75 

3 

2 

Cockfleld 

83 

8 

3 

Stainton 

10 

— 

— 

Winston 

4 

2 

— 

Ingleton 

27 

1 

2 

Ltherley 

62 

4 

3 

Bolam 

2 

— 

1 

Butterknowle 

2 

2 

— 

Copley 

6 

] 

1 

Lvenwood 

135 

16 

3 

Gainford 

67 

9 

2 

hlamsterley 

4 

1 

— 

'X^horlton 

4 

— 

— 

Woodland 

12 

— 

— 

Totals 

562 

51 

23 
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The  figures  indicate  that  of  the  total  number  of  houses 
inspected  9%  were  considered  to  be  fairly  clean  and  4?o 
were  found  to  be  in  ' dirty  ’ condition.  These  results  ma3' 
be  considered  to  be  satisfactory  though  it  is  possible  that  the 
figure  may  have  been  somewhat  higher  in  the  worst  category 
if  previous  notice  of  a visit  of  inspection  had  not  been  made. 

Applications  for  Council  Houses. 

1 give  below  an  amended  list  of  the  housing  needs  in 
the  area.  This  list  is  now  considerably  modified  as  a result 
of  enquiries  made  by  the  Clerk’s  department  throughout  the 
district. 

Parish.  Number  of  Applications  for: — 


Houses  or  Flats. 

Bungalows. 

Total 

Cockfield 

35 

3 

38 

Etherley 

16 

5 

21 

Evenwood  & Barony 

47 

10 

57 

Galnford 

10 

1 

1 1 

Staindrop 

18 

— 

18 

Middleton 

14 

— 

14 

Ingleton 

3 • 

— 

3 

Woodland 

3 

— 

3 

Hamsterley 

2 

— 

2 

Butterknowle 

1 

— 

1 

Copley 

— 

— 

— 

Stainton 

2 

— 

2 

Winston 

— 

— 

— 

Whorlton 

— 

— 

— 

Bolam 

— 

— 

— 

Forest  & Frith 
Marwood 

— 

— 

Newblggin 

— 

— 

— 

Anywhere  in  the  Rural  District 

4 

— 

4 

Housing  Act,  1949. 

155  19 

Sections  20-25. 

1 74 

During  the  year  improvement  grants  to  the  value  of 
£11,23  7 were  awarded  by  the  Council  in  regard  to  46 
properties  situated  within  the  rural  district. 


8 INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Mii.K  .AN])  D.AnitlE.S  11EGUI..A1I0NS,  1949. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  I 0 Dealers  registered 
with  the  Council  under  the  Regulations.  Five  of  the 
licences  are  granted  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk, 
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two  for  T.T.  Pasteurised  and  Pasteurised,  one  for  T.T.  Pasteur- 
ised and  Steiilised,  and  three  for  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised. 

our  Supplementary  licences  vyere  issued  permitting  the  desig- 
nations ‘ Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  and  Pasteurised,  ” 
‘‘Sterilised,’’  and  “ T-T.  Pasteurised.” 

ClTE.MICAl,  AND  IhvCTKUIor.OCaC.VI,  Jv\ AMINATION  OK  FoOD. 

Milk  Supplies  only.  Samples  are  submitted  to  the 
Agricultural  Department,  King  s College,  Newcaslle-on- 
Tyne,  or  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  .Northallerton. 

Mn.K  \M)  Daikies  Regi  la'iions  1949.  Section  20. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  samples  of  milk  taken. 
Ice  (’iv’ea.m.  ( II eat  Treatment.  Ivrc.)  FEca'i,ATioN.<?, 

Theiie  were  one  retail-manufacturer  and  5 7 retailers 
registered  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  but  it  may  be 
noted  that  all  retailers  in  the  area  now  sell  pre-packed  ice 
cream. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January  and  it 
repeals  the  Amendment  Act,  1954,  and  consolidates  it 
together  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  and 
certain  sections  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  and  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

The  Food  FIygiene  Regvl.attons,  1955. 

These  regulations  take  the  place  of  Section  I 3 of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  add  a number  of  new  provi- 
sions in  regard  to  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  and  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc., 
where  food  is  handled.  Requirements  laid  down  by  the 
regulations  come  under  the  following  main  headings  in  respect 
of:— 


( I ) the  cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls,  etc.,  and 
of  apparatus  and  equipment, 

(2)  the  hygienic  handling  of  food. 
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(3)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of 
food  and  of  their  clothing,  and  the  action  to  be  taken 
where  they  suffer  from,  or  are  carriers  of,  certain 
infections. 

(4)  the  construction  of  food  premises,  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  food  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  and 
the  facilities  to  be  provided,  and 

( 5 ) the  temperature  at  which  certain  foods  that  are  parti- 
cularly liabse  to  transmit  disease  ar«^  to  be  kept  in  food 
premises. 

The  increase  throughout  the  country  of  cases  oi  food 
poisoning  in  recent  years  has  shown  the  need  for  the,  stricter 
control  of  conditions  relating  to  the  production  and  sale  of 
food,  and  the  new  regulations  go  some  way  towards  meeting 
this  requirement.  In  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  Distncti  where 
the  population  is  somewhat  scattered  the  problem  is  not  a 
serious  one,  but  recent  small  outbreaks  of  cases  of  suspected 
food  poisoning  in  the  area  indicate  that  there  is  always  a 
danger  of  infection,  particularly  if  there  is  carelessness  in  the 
handling  of  food  or  the  conditions  under  which  the  food  is 
prepared  are  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  year  233  visits  were  made  to  food  prem- 
ises by  the  Council’s  public  health  inspectors  and  as  a result 
notices  were  sent  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Business.  informal  notice  re  Informal  notice 

cleansing  of  premises,  for  Disrepair. 


Poulterers 
General  Dealers 
Butchers’  Shops 
Canteens 
Bakehouses 
Slaughterhouses 


10  11 
2 2 
I — 


Four  butchers  were  approached  with  regard  to  im- 
provements to  be  made  in  their  facilities  for  the  preparation 
or  preserving  of  food.  In  3 cases  work  was  commenced  on 
improvements  and  in  one  case  work  was  completed  during  the 
year.  Plans  were  submitted  and  passed  by  the  Council  for 
the  conversion  of  existing  buildings  into  a new  slaughterhouse 
in  Toft  Hill. 
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T K.’i  l)K  VaN:^. 


rheer  are  a number  of  vehicles  trading  in  the  district 
from  which  open  foods  are  handled  and  sold  to  the  public. 
.According  to  the  new  regulations  it  is  necessary  that  these 
should  be  provided  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water, 
together  with  soap,  nail  brushes  and  clean  towels  and  a suit- 
able and!  sufficient  sink  or  other  facilities  for  securing  the 
personal  cleanliness  of  persons  handling  the  food  and  for  wash- 
ing food  and  equipment  used  in  the  business.  At  present 
there  is  no  suitable  type  of  equipment  available  for  this  type 
of  vehicle  which  can  be  recommended,  but  the  owners  of 
many  of  these  vans  have  been  approached  and  warned  that 
it  is  now  necessary  to  provide  equipment. 


Food  1’oisomkc.  Outbkeaks. 


In  September  notice  was  received  that  two  persons 
resident  in  Cockfield  had  been  admitted  to  hospital  in  Dar- 
lington suffering  from  symptoms  of  acute  food  poisoning. 
Enquiries  showed  that  some  pressed  beef  had  been  purchased 
from  a butcher  s shop  in  Cockfield.  This  had  been  kept  for 
two  days  and  then  made  into  sandwiches  and  eaten  during 
the  same  da}^  Both'  persons  were  taken  ill  a few'  hours  later. 
It  was  possible  to  obtain  a specimen  of  the  meat  in  question 
and  this  was  sent'  for  examination,  the  resulting  report  indicat- 
ing that  the  meat  was  infected  with  a staphylococcus  germ. 
In  addition  to  the  iwo  cases  already  noted,  two  other  persons 
who  had  eaten  the  meat  were  found  to  have  suffered  from 
symptoms  of  food  poisoning. 

Investigations  were  made  in  regard  to  a possible  source 
of  infection  and  although  several  members  of  the  butcher  s 
staff  were  found  to  be  carrying  a staphylococcus  germ  this  was 
not  of  the  same  type  which  caused  the  illness. 

In  October  5 cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were 
notified  in  Lvenwood.  The  symptoms  all  occurred  in  one 
family.  The  only  likely  source  of  infection  was  some  minced 
beef  purchased  from  a butcher  in  Toftl  Hill,  but  none  of  this 
meat  was  available  for  examination.  Samples  of  stools  were 
taken  from  the  family  affected,  also  from  the  butcher  and  his 
family,  and  sent  for  laboratory  examination,  but  these  were 
found  to  be  negative. 
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Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 


Meat  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Plealth 
Inspectors  employed  by  the  Council.  All  three  officers  hold 
the  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals 
killed,  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  at 
Private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area  during  the  year: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

CalvtiS 

Slieep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Xumlier  Killed  (if 

known)  

hhl 

395 

14 

2034 

4I3 

— 

Number  Inspected 

h«l 

395 

14 

2034 

I 

413 

— 

All  diseases  except 
1 ubcrculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcasesof  wh  ich  some 
pai't  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

i;iM 

127 

5 

— 

2 I .03 

32. 1 

35.7 

— 

I . I 

1. 9 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcasesof  which  some 
part  oi-  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  tlie  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
witli  tabcrculosis 

2 

I 

17 

32 

— 

— 

28 

2 "o 

S.3% 

I 

— 

~ 

0.3% 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcasesof  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

I 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

25 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  total  number  of  child- 
ren aged  under  I 5 who  received  a primary  course  of 
immunisation  increased  considerably  during  the  present  year. 
Last  year  there  was  a considerable!  fall,  thei  number  being  I 7 I 
compared  with  an  average  of  235  for  the  years  1948-54. 

The  facilities  available  for  immunisation  were  the 
same  as  in  previous  years- 

,\ge  at  date  of  Total 

Final  Injection.  Under 

0-4  years.  5-14  years.  13 

Number  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immunisa- 
tion in  the  authority’s  area  in  the 

i 2 months  ending  31/12/56  ...  196  59  255 

Number  given  reinforcing  injections 

during  the  year  143 

There  were  again  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  m 
the  district  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year  ( 1 0 compared  with  I 3 in  1955).  The  notifica- 
tion rate  was  0.5  per  1,000  population  compared  with  a rate 
of  0.68  for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a fall  in  the  incidence  of  measles,  the  noti- 
fication rate  being  8.5  per  1 ,000  population  compared  with  a 
rate  of  11.3  in  ! 955 

There  were  5 1 cases  of  whooping  cough  compared 
with  1 1 during  the  previous  year.  The  notification  rate  was 
2.5  compared  with  a late  of  0,58  in  1955. 

AmTEKIOR  PoElO^rVKEITlS  ( l.M'  AXTIEE  I'.\ R .U.YSI.S  j . 

Five  cases  occurred  in  the  Rural  District  during  the 
year.  Of  these  four  were  children  living  in  the  Staindrop 
area  and  their  ages  were  between  1 0 and  I 2 years.  Of  the 
four  cases  living  in  the  Standrop  area,  two  were  a brother 
and  sister  aged  1 0 and  1 2 years  respectively.  The  boy  did 
not?,  develop,  any  parjilysig  but  his  sister  developed  a moderate 
degree  of  paralysis  in  the  leg.  All  four  children  made  good 
recoveries,  although  in  one  case  at  least,  a boy  aged  1 0 years 
living  at  South  Cleatlam,  there  will  be  some  permanent  weak- 
ness in  the  right  leg.  The  fifth  case  was  a small  boy  aged 
three  years,  living  in  Cockfield.  He  has  made  a good  re- 
covery, however,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  res'dual  paralysis. 
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In  every  case  of  poliomyelitis  a letter  is  sent  to  the 
parents  of  the  children  concerned  advising  them  of  simple 
hygiene  precautions^  to  be  taken  m order  to  prevent  spread  of 
the  disease.  In  addition  close  school  and  home  contacts  are 
precluded  from  attending  school  for  a period  of  three  weeks. 
PoUOMYKU'l  IS  V.VCClN.VnoN  SclIKilE. 

In  the  early  summer  the  Government  announced  that 
a new  poliomyelitis  vaccine  similar  to  the  Salk  vaccine  in 
would  be  made  available  to  children  mi  this  country. 
Only  small  amounts  of  this  vaccine  were  made  available  and 
it  was  decided  that  parents  of  children  born  within  the  years 
1947  and  1954  should  be  asked  to  sign  a form  of  consent  to 
these  inoculations. 

In  May  and  .June  a small  proportion  of  the  children 
whose  parents  had  signed  the  form  were  given  inoculations. 

In  this  area  86  children  were  given  two  injections  at 
not  less  than  three  week  intervals  and  5 children  were  given 
one  injection  only.  In  most  cases  the  injections  were  given 
at  Welfare  Centres  by  County  Welfare  Medical  Officers,  who 
co-operated  most  willingly  in  the  scheme,  but  in  two  cases 
v/here  it  was  difficult  to  bring  the  children  to  Welfare  Centres, 
the  injections  were  given  at  schools. 

During  the  summer  months,  when  poliomyelitis  is 
more  prevalent,  it  was  considered  advisable  by  th*^  Govern- 
ment that  inoculations  should  be  suspended,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  inoculations  will  be  resumed  m the  early  months  of 

1957. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year 


Admitted  Diagnosis  Tnlal 
;o  lios]iitul.  Not  cuiiiii Hied.  Cases 


Scarlet  Fever 

10 

3 

— 

10 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 1 

— 

— 

1 1 
1 70 

.Measles  ...  1 

70 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

51 

— 

— 

51 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Dyrexia  . . . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis: 

1 

1 

Paralytic 

3 

1 

— 

3 

Non-Paralytic 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ac-  Infect  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcol  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

1 

food  Poisoning 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 
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Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  (confirmed)  in  age  groups. 


Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

25 

45 

65 

Age 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

un- 

Year 

2 

4 

9 

24 

44 

64 

Over 

known 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

7 

”> 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erys.pelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

U 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

n 

5 

0 

Measles 

4 

29 

42 

84 

9 

n 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

16 

13 

12 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

0 ■ 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I'oliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic 

0 

0 

1 

0 

n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Non-paralyt.c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956, 

NevvCuses.  Deaths. 

Age  periods.  Respiratory.  Non-respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-resp;ratory. 


M.  F. 

I C 0 

5 0 0 

15  2 0 

25  CO 

35  2 0 

45  0 0 

55  0 0 

65  and 

upwards  0 0 

Age  unknown  0 0 

Totals  4 0 


M. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


F.  M.  F. 


M.  F. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 10  0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 10  0 0 
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